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About the author:

Tomasz Mering, born 1977, lives in Wejherowo, Poland. Author of comic
books, storyboards and animations, associated with comic artists of Trici-
ty. In his works he often brings up historical subjects and draws inspiration
from literature. His cartoon stories have been exhibited in Tricity, Ptock, £6dz,
Biatystok and Magdeburg, Germany and were published in many magazines.
Winner of a contest for comic book evoking the spirit of the Gdansk city ar-
chitecture and a competition for poster which promotes reading. Moreover,
he is the laureate of the contest for comic strips about Lublin Cider (Cydr
Lubelski). Tomasz Mering has been awarded a scholarship from the Ministry
of Culture and National Heritage in the area of literature for making a comic
book. He is @ member of the Association of Polish Artists and Designers.
Author’s website: www.mering.pl
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Introduction

The First World War, put to an end by the Treaty of Versailles in 1919,
didn’t solve all the problems which had caused its outbreak. The provisions
of the Treaty were disputed by some of the countries, including Germany. The
Weimar Republic and, subsequently, the Third Reich raised territorial claims
against Poland, which regained its independence after 123 years of subjuga-
tion, concerning for instance the region of Pomerania. Adolf Hitler had been
infringing the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles since 1935. Reestablish-
ment of obligatory military service (1935), remilitarization of the Rhineland
(1936), annexation of Austria (1938), conquest of the Sudets (1938), incor-
poration of Bohemia and Moravia into the Reich (1938) and occupation
of Klaipeda (1939) constitute just some examples of German attempts to
change the post-war European order. In 1933 Hitler demanded revision of
the eastern German border, including the establishment of the so-called Pol-
ish Corridor (or Pomeranian Corridor) in order to incorporate it to the territory
of the Third Reich. Initially, the anti-Polish attitude of the official propaganda
was mitigated (1934). However, from October 1938 to late August 1939 the
Reich reiterated territorial demands against Poland (inclusion of the Free City
of Danzig to Germany and construction of an exterritorial motorway and rail-
way line which would connect the Reich with East Prussia). As soon as Poland
rejected the aforementioned proposals Hitler denounced the German-Polish
non-aggression pact (the declaration on non-application of violence in their
mutual relations signed in 1934).

On 1 September 1939 at 4:48 a.m., the German battleship SMS Schleswig-Hol-
stein opened fire against the Polish Military Transit Depot at Westerplatte.
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Some time before that, the Germans had started to bombard some Polish
cities (including Wielun, Ostréw Wielkopolski, Poznan, Cracow, Biata Podlas-
ka and Tczew).

In October 1939, Polish territories (Pomerania, Greater Poland, Silesia and a
part of north Mazovia) were annexed into the Third Reich, which was illegal in
terms of international law. German authorities aimed at reconstructing the eco-
nomic, social and ethnic structure of those terrains in order to adapt them to
the contemporary ideology and eventually integrate them into the Reich. Pol-
ish administration was dissolved and the Polish people could no longer occupy
executive positions or managerial posts. At that time, the Germans established
the Reich District of Gdansk and East Prussia (Reichsgau Danzig-Westpreussen).

Already in autumn 1939 numerous public offices started their operations
implementing the Germanization policy of the Third Reich in the East. In Oc-
tober 1939 Hitler issued the decree On Strengthening of Germanness. Then
the Office for Strengthening of Germanness was created and Reichsftihrer SS
Heinrich Himmler became its commissioner. One of the main provisions con-
tained in that document proposed to eliminate those national groups which
constituted a threat to the Reich and its people™.

The occupant started to establish a new legal system. A series of ordinanc-
es regulating the criminal law in the occupied Polish territories was initiated
by Gen. Walter Brauchitsch’s ordinance of 5 September 1939 which estab-
lished the rule of German law. Also, on 1 October 1939 the General Quar-
termaster of the Chief Headquarters of Wehrmacht issued a regulation on
prosecution of criminal acts committed before 1 September 1939 on the Polish
territories occupied by the Wehrmacht?.

First repressions were initiated by the Wehrmacht troops and by oper-
ational groups of Security Police and Security Service (Einsatzgruppen der
Sicherheitspolizei und des Sicherheitsdienst) that followed every army partici-
pating in the warfare of September and October 1939, and after that by Ger-
man paramilitary self-defence forces (Selbstschutz). Actually, the operation-
al groups of the Security Police and the Selbstschutz arrested and executed
many political, cultural and local government activists.

1 See: Okupacja i ruch oporu w Dzienniku Hansa Franka 1939-1945. T. . 1939-1942 [Occupation
and Resistance Movement in Hans Frank’s Diary 1939-1945. Vol. I. 1939-1942], selected and
edited by L. Dobroszycki, translated by D. Dgbrowska, M. Tomala, Warsaw 1972, p. 112-114.

2 See:A. Konieczny, Pod rzqgdami wojennego prawa karnego Trzeciej Rzeszy. Gérny Slgsk 19391945
[Under the regime of the Thrid Reich’s Military Criminal Law. Upper Silesia 1939-1945], Warsaw
1972, passim. See more: W. Jastrzebski, 1. Sziling, Okupacja hitlerowska na Pomorzu Gdariskim
w latach 1939-1945 [The Nazi Occupation in Gdarisk Pomerania in the years 1939-1945], Gdansk
1979, p. 56-69, et al.
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They also penetrated offices, archives and gathering places of Polish social
and political organizations. Around 80 thousand names appeared on special
lists of persons to be arrested and, after a selection, physically eliminated.
The aforementioned operational groups, the Selbstschutz and the Police of
Gdansk had those lists at their disposal. An eradication of Polishness consist-
ed in extermination of Polish intelligentsia, devastation of Polish culture and
shutdown of various Polish organizations?.

That operation had a code name Unternehmen Tannenberg (Operation Tan-
nenberg). From 7 September 1939 the Operation Tannenberg was combined
with the Intelligenzaktion which aimed at a physical elimination of Polish so-
ciety leaders in the western territories. The Intelligenzaktion developed on a
wider scale in October 1939 thus its code nhame took different geographical
adjectives depending on the territory where it was implemented (Intelligen-
zaktiones: Pommern, Posen, Litzmannstadt, Masowien, Schlesien). Those ac-
tions also took place in 1939/1940 in the General Governorate (for example
in the cities of Cracow, Lublin, Czestochowa, Warsaw, including the famous
Ausserordentliche Befriedungsaktion (the AB-Aktion, the Extraordinary Pacifi-
cation). The aim of the operational groups and the Selbstschutz consisted of
political land purification (politische Flurbereinigung)®.

3 Learn more about complicated conditions resulting from the so called proscription lists from:
W. Dtugoborski, Geneza Sonderfahndungsbuch Polen i jej funkcje w kampanii wsze$niowej
i pierwszych tygodniach okupacji [The Genesis of Sonderfahndungsbuch Polen and Its Functions
in the September Campaign and During the First Weeks of the Occupation], (in:) Reminiscencje
wrzesnia 1939. W 70 rocznice Kampanii Wrzesniowej [Reminiscences of September 1939. The 70
Anniversary of the September Campaign], scientific editor: W. B. Mo$, Bytom 2009, p. 45-84;
K. Leszczynski, Dziatalnos¢ Einsatzgruppen policji bezpieczeristwa na ziemiach polskich w 1939 r.
w swietle dokumentow [Operations of Einsatzgruppen of the Security Police in the Polish Territory
in 1939 in the Light of the Documents], "Biuletyn Gtéwnej Komisji Badania Zbrodni Hitlerows-
kich w Polsce” (hereinafter "BGKBZH") ["Bulletin of the Central Commission for Investigation of
Nazi Crimes in Poland”], vol. XXII, Warsaw 1971, p. 7-30; J. Skorzynski, Selbstschutz — V kolumna
[Selbstschutz—The 5t Column], ibid., p. 5-56; D. Steyer, Eksterminacja ludnosci polskiej na Pomorzu
Gdariskim 1939-1945 [The Extermination of the Polish People in Gdarisk Pomerania 1939-1945],
Gdynia 1967, p. 34-62; C. Madajczyk, Polityka Ill Rzeszy w okupowanej Polsce [The Third Reich’s
Policy in occupied Poland], vol. I, Warsaw 1970, p. 254-255; W Jastrzebski, Organizacja policji
bezpieczenstwa i stuzby bezpieczeristwa w Okrequ Rzeszy Gdarisk-Prusy Zachodnie [The Organisa-
tion of the Security Police and the Security Service in the Reich District of Gdarisk and West Prussia],
"Biuletyn Gtéwnej Komisji Badania Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskiemu” ["Bulletin of the
Central Commission for Investigation of Crimes Against the Polish Nation”], vol. XXXIII, Warsaw
1991, p. 33-45.

4 See for example: F. Halder, Dziennik wojenny: codzienne zapisy szefa Sztabu Generalnego Wo-
jsk Lgdowych 1939-1942 [The War Diary: daily notes of the Chief of General Staff of the Land
Forces 1939-1942], edit. H. A. Jacobson, co-op. A. Philippi, translated by B. Wozniecki, Warsaw
1971, vol. |, p. 117; C. Madajczyk, op. cit., Warsaw 1970, p. 49 et al,; Encyklopedia “biatych plam”
[The Encyclopaedia of “white spots”], collective work, vol. XIll, Radom 2004, p. 293; M. Wardzyns-
ka, Byt rok 1939: operacja niemieckiej policji bezpieczeristwa w Polsce Intelligenzaktion [It Was
1939: The Operation Intelligenzaktion of the German Security Police in Poland], Warsaw 2009,
p. 144-185; K. Radziwonczyk, Akcja Tannenberg, [Operation Tannenberg], “Przeglad Zachodni”
["The Western Review"], 1966, no. 3—4, p. 41.

-~ 7 -



The extermination in Pomerania had several phases. Practically, the first
period covered the whole September 1939. At that time, a major role in gen-
ocide was played by the Wehrmacht as well as the operational groups of
the Security Police and the Security Service. The next phase lasted from late
September to January 1940.

In that phase the Selbstschutz troops, which carried out the largest number
of executions, were general implementers of the annihilation programme.
During the last phase (1940-1945) the number of mass executions signifi-
cantly decreased. Nevertheless, some cases of elimination of groups of sev-
eral o various dozens of people still took place. They were based on verdicts
of the so-called "administration of justice”.

Detainees were often incarcerated in provisional arrests or internment
camps created by the Wehrmacht, the police and the Selbstschutz. They were
also held in custody in the existing prisons and in those established by the
Gestapo or other police forces. During the whole autumn 1939, the repre-
sentatives of Pomeranian intelligentsia were transported to the Stutthof con-
centration camp. The persecutions also affected a small (at that time) number
of Jewish people which hadn't left their places of residence®.

In the western territories, including Pomerania, victims of the mass repres-
sions were mainly the most active individuals in public, economic and social
life. As already mentioned, exceptional severity was applied to the physical
extinction of the Polish community leaders and head persons with did not
necessarily include people with higher education. It affected mostly clergy,
teachers, lawyers, officers, landowners, public officials, members of social
and political organizations (especially The Polish Western Association), in-
surgents of the Greater Poland Uprising and the Silesian Uprisings, and peo-
ple who potentially constituted a threat to the implementation of the Third
Reich's projects, including peasants and workers often antagonised with the
Germans who had lived in Poland before the war. Sometimes they were close
neighbours. Their physical elimination was precisely planned. The same con-
cerned the Catholic Church. Many priests were murdered or transported to
various camps. The Germans aimed to destroy the ecclesiastical community
perceived as a permanent anchor of Polish identity dated back to the period
of the Partitions of Poland®.

5 For more information about the Jewish martyrdom see: D. Drywa, Zagtada Zydoéw w obozie kon-
centracyjnym Stutthof 1939-1945 [The Extermination of Jews in the Stutthof Concentration Camp
1939-1945], Gdansk 2001.

6 See more: W. Dtugoborski, op. cit.



During the operations mentioned above, carried out until late December
1939 (or until early January 1940), more than 40 thousand people were
killed on the annexed territories, of which about 30 thousand in Pomerania.
The best known crime scenes in the region include the valley near Fordon
(presently a town district of Bydgoszcz) later named the Valley of Death, the
town of Grudzigdz and its vicinity: Ksieze Gory Hills, Mniszek, Grupa, and be-
sides that: Tuchola, Pelplin, Kocborowo, Swiecie, the Piasnica Forest near We-
jherowo, the Szpegawskie Woods near Starogard, the Barbarka Forest near
Torun and many more.

Approximately ten thousand people lost their lives in Greater Poland, one
and a half thousand in Silesia and about one thousand in north Mazovia’.

Already during the occupation, some publications of the Underground
Poland and the Polish Underground State contained reports about Ger-
man crimes in Pomerania and a tragic situation of those territories. Howev-
er, not all the details of those atrocities were known. For this reason, the
name “Piasnica” had never appeared in the clandestine publications, same
as "Szpegawsk”. The reports disclosed general information about executions,
for example in northern regions of Pomerania, and about graves in the forests
near Starogard.

The newspaper Ziemie Zachodnie Rzeczypospolitej (Western Territories of
the Republic of Poland), supplement to the Rzeczpospolita Polska (Republic
of Poland) published by the central authority of the Government Delegacy
for Poland, which was a civil segment of the Polish Underground State, de-
scribed the Pomeranian tragedy in the following way: There is no other land
nor other conquered country that has experienced as much terror and as many
Gestapo actions as the Western Territories during the first year of the war. They
were attacked by the best police forces which were very well-trained and famil-
iar with every detail concerning the territory prepared for the operations. Only
later, after the first period of terror, when the troops needed to get a new prize,
a weaker and less militant element came into play (..)2. At that time nobody
knew that the actions were organised by the special operational groups of
the Security Police and the Selbstschutz as mentioned above.

7  C.kuczak, Polska i Polacy w drugiej wojnie swiatowej [Poland and the Polish People in the Second World
War], Poznan 1993, p. 101; B. Bojarska, Eksterminacja inteligencji polskiej na Pomorzu Gdanskim.
Wrzesien—grudziert 1939 [The Extermination of the Polish Intelligentsia in Gdarisk Pomerania. Septem-
ber-December 1939];id., Piasnica. Miejsce martyrologii i pamieci. Z badari nad zbrodniami hitlerowski-
mi na Pomorzu [Pia$nica. A Place of Martyrdom and Memory. The Investigation of Nazi Crimes in Pomer-
ania], Wejherowo 2009.

8 "Ziemie Zachodnie Rzeczypospolitej” ["Western Territories of the Republic of Poland”], 1942, no. 1.
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A year later, the same newspaper alarmed: A man who has never experi-
enced the occupation of Pomerania, could neverimagine that hell. Since Pomer-
ania was thrown on the rock bottom of the invasion inferno (..). There was no
difference between a man, a woman and a child. From the very beginning night
echoed with screams, cries and gunshots®.

Other (non-serial) publication of the Government Delegacy reported that:
A historic tragedy which takes place in the Western Territories, requires special
means of expression. Severity and intensity of fights and attempts to eradicate
Polishness filled the atmosphere with such a huge tension that life under these
circumstances has become extraordinary difficult and completely unheard of
until now®.

In this regard, correct is the standpoint of Czestaw Madajczyk who wrote
that the western territories of the Second Polish Republic after their incorpora-
tion into the Third Reich were the first front line of battle for independence**.

Professor Bogdan Chrzanowski, PhD

9 Ibid., 1943, no. 3. It was a comment concerning the imposed obligation to register on the Ger-
man National List — Deutsche Volksliste (DVL-GNL). Those issues were repeatedly raised in the
aforementioned newspaper and many other clandestine publications (see for example an article
published in the "Biuletyn Informacyjny” ["Information Bulletin“]. Edition “P” (“Powiat") ["Dis-
trict"], 1941, no. 7, Z Kaszubami nie udato sie [It Didn't Work with the Kashubians]. See more:
C. Madajczyk, Polityka Il Rzeszy... [The Third Reich’s Policy...], vol. I, p. 398-399. See more about
consequences of the signing on the list: 1. Sziling, Przymusowa stuzba Polakéw z Il grupy nie-
mieckiej listy narodowosciowej w Wehrmachcie na przyktadzie Pomorza [Obligatory Military Ser-
vice of the Poles from the 3™ Group of the German National List in the Wehrmacht Troops Demon-
strated by the Example of Pomerania], “Biuletyn Gtéwnej Komisji Badania Zbrodni przeciwko
Narodowi Polskiemu"” ["Bulletin of the Central Commission for Investigation of Crimes Against
the Polish Nation”], vol. XXXIII, Warsaw 1991, p. 92—-113; L. Jazdzewski, Kaszubi w Wehrmachcie
[The Kashubians in the Wehrmacht], typescript of a doctoral dissertation written under the super-
vision of Prof. J. Borzyszkowski in the Institute of History of the University of Gdansk; id. Kaszubi
w Wehrmachcie 1942-1945 w Swietle Zzrédet [The Kashubians in the Wehrmacht 1942-1945 on
the basis of printed sources], "Przeglad Zachodni” ["The Western Review"], 2001, no. 1, p. 253,
and scientific works written by other authors. After the war the people listed on the GNL were
subject to verification and rehabilitation procedure. The verification concerned the people who
had lived before the occupation in the territories of the Reich or the Free City of Danzig, that
is, the people who had German or Gdansk citizenship but after the war declared to be Polish.
Whereas, the people registered on the GNL in the territories of the pre-war Poland were subject
to the rehabilitation.

10 Z pierwszej linii frontu [From the First Front Line], (red. K. M. Pospieszalski), (pub. Government
Delegacy), Warsaw 1943, p. 31.

11 C Madajczyk, op. cit., p. 139.
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On 31 sugust 1939, the Germans gawe Poland an ultimatum of sixtesn
poants (although they never did it officially) which contained demands
concerning the incorporation of the Free City of Danzig info the Reich
and conducting a poll to declde whether the area of “so-called Cormidor
which extended from the Baltic Sea to the Ewidrym-Gnadrinde -Chelmng:
Bydgonzer line (inclusding these citbes) amd to Treckanka in the west™
shall Blong 1o Gormrsrny oF o Poland

1 Seplembar 1930
Thae German raineng battleship
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apaingt the Polish Malitary
Transit Depol at Westerplatte.
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On 1 September 1939 the enemy starled reconnatisance operationd in the area of Wejherowa
defended by the 15k Maval Sniper Begiment under the command of Lieutenant Coloned

Kazimierz Pruszkowski. Main forces of both parts fighting in that area confronted on betwesn

4 September and 7 September. On 8 September at dawn, the enemy attacked a strong north bastion
of defence of Wejherowao, the Jewish Mountadn,
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to the Reda-Ciechocing line, The Polish troops left Wejherown overnight, &




big losses fighting an the foreground of Kepa Oloyresias (in the willage
of Biala Rzeicx). Many scouls were taken captive, The ocoupants
congidered (hem to be bandits and therefone murdered most of them

The followirg day the Voluntary Scout Company of Wejherowo suffered
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On 9 September 1939 the German (roops marched into 'Wejbherowo.
From the very first days of the ccocupation the Germans started to arrest
Polish citizers of ‘Wejkerown, particularly representatives

of the intelligentsia.

In accordsnce with the cader, he priloers wene wuppoded 1o s
“given back™ in the randitory camp of Wejherowa,

On 9 Seplember 1939 aporoximately 400 Polish priscners ol war
wiho had participated in the defence of the area between Beds
and Biafa Booka, were taken capbive by the German troops.

YOU AND YOU TOO!
LINE UP! FACE TO FACE!

pAmong peophe carmied 1o Uhe Markel sgine

af Weiherows were Alabiandsr Wikiet
and Jozed Howacryk, Uhen soldiers af the
15t Haval Sniper Begiment.
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7 L‘:E‘ Then I'll teach you

N
to salute...

aleksander Wikied and Jooe! MowarTyk wers bealen
o the marke] sguiang 20 badly that they wenen [ able
b wialll Gm Cheir o,

n the prison yard, the Germans executed Aleksandar Wikied
and Jozed Howacryk, and an unlonown member of the Riflemen Association.
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The body of the kflled man was burded in the yard comer

of the Wejherowo prison, nesr a dumpster and nest to ‘Wilkdel
and Mowaczyk"s buried bodies, After the war, it wasn't possible
o firsd Ehe remaies of the misrdered maen,

The Seplember Campakpn continuet, The BEaodewie Lighthoube,
Lhae furtheil porth place o Che Polish cosst

Levon Waorek, the first Polish lighthouwse keeper after the regaining 11 September 1939,
of the Polish independence in 1918 stald on duty. He relused to
evacuate to Ehe Hel Peninsula.

Are you Leon Wzorek?
You're going with us!

He wad inbernopatod And Beglen in Uhe prison
R ol Puck and Chén [rardported 1o the prison of Wejherowo,

I will show you
the Polish seal




Gn 19 September 1939 in front of the Artus Court in Gdansk during a mass
L Wraiol was misdered in (e Pisdnica Farsst rally Mitler's favourite, the self-proclaimed ruler of the Free City
prabably i December 1939 of Danzig, Albert Forster sakd that in ten years there would be not &
one Pole in Gdafsk and in the whole Pomeranda region®. He also claimed
that “the Polish language would be no longer heard in there™

Un 12 Dclober 193% Albert Forsier as a govermor
[HS0AF gauteiter) of the newly established Reichagau
Danzig-West Pnasia, anrved to Wejhsrowo along
with the Gestape offioers

-

Hie gave thine & memorable anti-Polish speech
wahibeky wing Lrsnamitied omn R slrsels of he Dowrs,

Let the Polish dogs die!

My countrymen! Death to all the Poles!

- f The lives of Poles
|
I.--‘? f are in your hands!
! - I fiv years everything - e’
: will b German bere, | know that somse mitght -

Ll ghvink phat here wogld be Poland in here, 'We have
secuned ourtslves against thode people ard the Polish
|t gL aia will e i Mo dHLurbing il Aiyhone.
We neid Lo exlerming e Uhods loudy Polacks
starting with those who ane still
in their cradles.




The sisters Stantslavwa and Kazimiera Pamek, [ Francizek Panek's

daughters, were Mmeshed amd ocked up in Uhe prison of W] hrow

The Gedlaps and the command of & local Selbstschin? aooupsid
1hElr mandion.

1 |
NI

Arrests of gendarmenic stations, court prisons and Gestapo detention

centres in Pomerama were full of confinesd Polies,
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"we got & strip of land for you 1o dig.
The trench needs Eo be 2.5 meters desp.
Don't tell aryone abouwt that,
Uinderstood?

The s#llage af Ledniews near Wejbharowo during the polabo harvesl.
Oberwachtmeister Wittke from Wejherowo and forester Stockel]
came to a German farmer Walter Mahlios,

Take your son 'Werner
and turm up together @n the forest
tonkght, Bring your showeds

That might 10 pits were dug in the Pixinica
forest, The work was carrsed out by

thee |l Germars, for exsmphs by Walter
andd Werner Maklke, Emil Reiner and Paul

Lietzow, all af Cherm Toom Che willage

o Leebnieea,
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Frram the interior of the Third Redch, the prevdously indern Germans who oppesed the Hazi
4 regime and Polish farmwesiors were trarsported By train to Wejherpwo,
e .
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MestLadn
[Polishe Wiehesnowa)

Heichigau
Danyig-Meftpreufen

IREich Gastrnct af Gelangk
arsd East Prgssia)

Auturnin 1939, A trabn station, somewhers -
in northeast Germany.
Mutni, | forgot 3
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Herr Stationmaster,
whiEre arg wie going? A i o and sit down!
f E d Keep order!
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According to the report by Wikior Brylowskl, who worked as

a railwaymian o the Wejherows Station, those types of human
transports were camried out in the Llast one wagoen, and then
im thae last twn wagons of the Lpbork-Gdanak traim,

Thiode a3t railway Cars wine dhunted (o [he side tracks
-] with a railway ramp in Uhe WejFerows Trasn Statian

— e

Women,
children and men
separately!
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=] Teofil Mudial, & Uneuman of the 'Welberowo-Krokowo rostdway, each day s about 12 Lafries - R
| —1 loaded with people driving into the forest. After a few minuted gunfine would sLart... i
~= #And then load cries wene often heard from the forest.

Leried with luggape werne dven 1o the Gaitapo hesdgusrien
situated in Dr Panek’s mandion. On Uhe seme day in the evening,
Wiktor Brylowski prepared emply wagona for their journey

back Lo Lpbork:.

The lorries

are back!

Whiat are thay
Carrying there
t ther yand?
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Wrs Elibieta Ellwart from the village of Orle related
what she had ween at that time in the Pistnica Forest:

in fher secoend hall of Ociober or in Howvember 191%
I 'wias wialling from Ol 10 Ledmiewn 10 wisit omy panenis-on-law,

| wias nimg manbh pregrant, | fell very lonely. My hissband was mobiloed
by thee sy Al Uhe end of August 1939, He was supposed Lo comee back homse

afry iy and | waibed for Birm. AL Tirst, | was walking stong the road
Lhat orodssd the foresl. Then | diverted (o s narmaw foresh palhway
near Lhe juncticn of thelWejheroea-Krokowa roadhway.

| Landid oin A small hll...

what are you doing here?
HaWEN L ol S WaFINgG 5Rpnd At Che adpe
o the (onesi?

I've seen a sign
Bart | haven't read it

Stand still
until | come back!




| |oaokpdl around ard | siw & dead body of Bobeslaw Witkowski,
thi parisl priest of Machowo, Ranging Trom & [Aes,

: We're taking
bl Chee lacy withous, g8
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Your maiden rame is |
| Lehmann... Ane you German?
!

1

-

!

Do you know who are we
amd what undforms we wear? Do you realise
whiat you see arcund here?

Whi are you?
WAL A8 YOLF PAFEnts” names?

What ang your sSblings’ names T -
HaFEd Of ol FeliLiwedl
L

If you tell anyone what you've seen here -
wyou, ywour family and your whole village will die.
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realised that the crying wivich I'd heard wheen | was

walking thao
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| wars wandering in the forest for a long time. | was bewildered
with fear and | couldn't find the way out although | knew
that forest very well. | was gxtremsely tired 50 1 sat down,
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| snsod wp ATLer & few kours. | realised that
| was going 1o be mather soon and | needed
1o cabm down and get ower the hormor,

e Gn Bl oy g g0 SCIRE. D Criesd B0 rum R in Tact
1wl Kl wiery dlowdly B d0epEed wilh difficully.

In January 1940 | gave birth Lo my davghter Marta.
Unfortunately, my rsumatic experience alfected this child.

From the earliest years of her Life, she suffered from unjustifiable anxiety
ard she was really bad at school. On February 15945 one of the residents of Orle,
A Geerman mamed Strese, told me in secnet that local Germans knewy that
| was a witness of the execution in Pixinica becauethe 55 officers
who detained me, reported that fact to their superions
and ordengd oy gunselILance,

24 Dctober 1939, The chapel of the religious
heame Belonging (o (ke Sisters of The Resurreciion

1 W PG,
: HURRY UP! Y
/ +/ 7+, ) HURRY UP!

In the evening, Stickel came to our house again. He brought us with the shovel
to the same pit and told us to backdill it | don't know who roughly covened

the bodies. | guess the 55 officers. did the job. We backfilled the trench overnight.
After a week wie cvensd the anea of the graves. And af'ter three weeks

v covgned 10 with sod which we had disg somewhere else Im Che Torest,

Sister Superior!
The Gestapo's here
and they want
Lo sed youl

== Mahle @dn"T mentionsd n R SLatemsent
LRAL Pk wiad present A1 Che exscution.,

HII!
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do to you? -
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- the's Polish. -
- That"s enough. -
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Get dressed PN - -
and let's go!

Heat to Siter Koloweika's cell, Aleksander Jankowiki,
whao warked as & cook, was imprizscned.
-~
".-""f-'f
Cister Alicja,
I've brought you -"','..-'-'H_,:‘.;..
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My Alakiander, maybss you have someihing
o dannt "I gladly da .

Lhey re Laking the priscaners.
smErwhere again!




That day, Irens Jankowiks, The daisghber of Aleksander Jankowiki,
came UG the prison of Weiherswa Lo maks ure [hal [he Germand
didn't Lake Ber fatkher away.

Irema Asnkowska recognited SEver Alkja Kotowiks ifdice the car
Beafods thi wiar, SHLEF ALRE |4 Bdmitted Bid imbo the (Wl clady
aff the Jundor High Schodl of which she was a director.
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Jesuns Christ!... \ Y ‘
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-] D't Cry, Kamimbera,
A 'u - " Owr deaths will be
= firpniged,
E 4




LONG LIVE
POLAND!

in 15484 the Germans started Lo cover up traces of the crime in Uhe Piadmica Forest.
The marsual labour of digging up the graves and burning the bodies was performed
by prisoners of the Sutthed concentraticn camp apgpointed by the G

b When the wark wat done, the prisaners were sxecuted
angd then the Germans burnt their bodies as well.




In 19485 Ehy bodies of the wictims
vy pbamasd bn e Pilasnica Forest,

TTIATT RN

Cid companions of Sister Alicjs Kobowska™s monastic i During the exfumation works, a big rosary was found, exactly
Life kook part in the exhumation of her buried body. | the same a5 the ane worn by the Sisters of Besurrection on their
habit belts. The nosary and other relics that previously belonged

ta the people murdened in Plaimica were sent Lo Gdansk
n in crder to b weed af evidence duming Albert Forster™s tral,

Im Peland Albert Forster was tried Tor his wrongdosngs before the Suprems Hational
Tribunal of Gadansk. On 2% April 1948 he was sentenced o death, The sentonoe
wias canried oul on 2B February 1952 in the Detention Ward for Warsaw Mokotoe,

| hiereby wentence
thir citimen Albert Forster (o death
i




On 5 fusgst 15945, there was a national demonstration of several thousand people in Piasnica
accomparied by a mass and a consecration of a cross, Other important pilgrimage 1o the
Plainica graves took place in subuemn 1946,

In 1955, the Memorial to the Victims of Pilainks was emected,
Thepras ar@ Ehings cashets banly im a richie of [hee eonimneEng sHikch
eontaid il taken Trom Uhe STuthhal COnRcemLraticn Camg,

Traim Weslerplatte and from ome of Uhe Nireplades i Plasnsca,
Haar the memarial, there is s plague shawing Uhe precise location
af 26 mass graves which have been marked and taken inlbo cane.

Qn 13 Jun 1999 Pops Johm Fad 11 beatified 108 Polish marmyrs who
sl B mirdered during Woeld War 1), The beatslicatich mats was
cellebrated in Waridw and one of Uhe Beatilied pecple wak Sivtes
Al A Kotowikn Fromm W) heroea,

During the pericd from October 199 to spring 1940 thousands
of people word Shol In MEss SXECutiond in the PIEGAICE Forest near
Wejherowo, Among them were the representatives of the Polish elites,
frcluding priedts, teachers, wclal and politic activivty and many mare

Arredis of the Poles stared a5 soon as the Germans marched ingo
Poland, and they were carried out on the ground of the special
prodecution book [Sonderfahndusgibuch] comaiming information that
had been prowicid already Belore th war by thee most tnsted local
Crisrrrasrs wiv had cooperatisd with the German intelligence. The victims
weifl Drardpailed By traing fioem thee Thind Beich, They were Polish,
Coech ard also Gevmnan, Apart Trosm Chal, mestally ill patients taken
from masdical srstibutions vaene extesminated there a5 well. From the
railwiry ramp in Wejherowno, thode people wene traniported by lorries
B e place of fhed madepore i Pladmica. The executions werg mostly
performed by members of the militaey unit 5% Wacksturmbann
“Eiminn™ of Gdanik, gendarmerie offioen, membant of the ipecial
A cperatioral group Einsaizrkommando 16 and the Selbaischiaz, Since
RARKIEAR 1011, the investigation department of the Imstitute of Mational
BEF.o i Remembrance, Branch (ffice in Gdansk has DBeen conducting

—____H“ an invertigation into the crime cormmitted in the Piatnica Forest which
= | —

mray bring a new insight on the data concerning the number of wictima.
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Alebannder Burkier hlojTy BlasThowski Jan Proezdriecki Jazed Gniech Maral Bilintki Augustyr Kododzie i
stusdent Pl alfioe clerk rrercant caretaker i Lhe Mayor of Wejherowa polioe allioer
Lrargsta Office
In the Pladnica Forest, the Germans murdensd priests, teachers, lawyers and clerks,
bl AlSs mesrchanis, craTrsmesn, FAFers g worlers wid were kndwn 1oF hir
patrsalhc sctivity. Many of Chem wene mimbers of varicus adaociations such us Polidh
‘Wettern Alaociation, Ex-lrdurgents and Ex-Soldiers Adsadiation and Falton Gymadalic Socialy.

-
Jan Lubacki Lucjan Michalskd Jan Patelcoyk Kazimierz Schearz Staniskys Soymzka
smiilh clerk raflwayman teaches juidge WOTKET

S
X

Earimiers Elelinski Lga Hejman Eoiraan KinbEeeio Fipolit Roszcoymialisi Tedilil HacTi Witsdd Tarasekiewics

g tor of elecinic Mirza Krycrymiki [Oredl manaper municipal governar caredaier of The polion ol o
plang lavepier, Polish Tatar af the municipality Jurviar High S ool
of Rumia-Zaghroe ol Wi | B

r . { # L] =
o l\"‘
On 16 December 201%, the Plagnica Museum was constituted in Wi herawn
a5 a branch office of the Stutthal Museusn, The estabdishment carries out
irreestiganian wosks on the orimse of Pladnica. It focumes as well on vanious
poucationsl and cultural activities, A seat of the Piainica Museum will be

leeated ultdmately in Francispek Panek™ pre-war mansion s5ouatsd at
& Dfiar Pladalcy Street in Whe fherows which 1 cummently bédng réndvaled.

G ..







NEWLY CREATED MUSEUM
IS LOOKING FOR MEMENTOES

The Piasnica Museum appeals for assistance with finding any mementoes
related to the crime committed in the forests near Piasnica Wielka (Pomer-
anian Voivodeship) in 1939. The crime claimed thousands of victims who
were executed near Piasnica Wielka and buried in mass graves. It was one of
the first massacres of civilians committed on such ahuge scale during World
War .

The Piasnica Museum in Wejherowo was established on 16 December 2015.
After the building is refurbished and suitably adapted, the Museum will
function in the historic Villa Musica in Wejherowo (former headquarters of
alocal unit of Gestapo). The obtained mementoes will be used for preparing
apermanent exhibition at the museum. They will also broaden the knowl-
edge of the tragedy in Piasnica, which has not been thoroughly examined so
far, and majority of its victims remain unknown.

As aresult of adisinterment carried out in 1946, some personal belongings
of the victims, such as, amongst others, crosses, medallions, wedding rings,
prayer books and other items were taken out of mass graves in the forests
near Piasnica Wielka. Abundant photographic documentation of the disinter-
ment was prepared. It showed the works of the commission, as well as the dis-
covered bodies and objects. Unfortunately, the objects and pictures present-
ed subsequently at exhibitions with the aim to facilitate identification of the
bodies were lost after 1948 in circumstances that remain unexplained. Any
information on what happened to exhibits of value for the Piasnica Museum
can help us in finding them.

Should you have any mementoes or information,
please contact us:

The Piasnica Museum in Wejherowo
11/2 Sw. Jacka St., 84-200 Wejherowo
phone (58) 736-11-11; mobile phone 501-047-240
e-mail address:muzeum@muzeumpiasnickie.pl
www.muzeumpiasnickie.pl
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Piasnica
Wielka

Monument to the murdered

Legend

_'_ Monument

L Areas where graves
Nos. 1-26 were situated

# Place where bodies were
*  burned

A Chapel-mausoleum
'|' Cross

E Parking lot

== Road
— Forest road

Chapel-mausoleum in the forests near Piasnica Wielka

— Forest district boundaries

Church of Christ the King
and the blessed sister
Alicja Kotowska

1 1) Villa Musica

Mass graves of the victims, places where bodies were burned, a chapel-mausoleum,
and a monument dedicated to the murdered are situated ca. 9 km to the north
of Wejherowo, within 250 hectares of forest areas.
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